
On April 19, 2011 the rains held out 
for a crowd of over 45,000 fans to hear 
the booming voices of our St. Dorothy 
students sing the National Anthem at 
Citizens Bank Park.

The idea was sparked when Mrs. 
Donna McGann and 3rd grade teacher, 
Mrs. Jean Callahan, attended a St. 
Dot’s sponsored night at the Phillies 
last year. After inquiring, St. Dorothy 
School was informed that they would 
need to submit an audition tape to the 
Phillies organization to be considered 
candidates to sing the National Anthem 
at a Phillies game. Under the direction 
of music teacher, Mr. Bill Mayo, our 
students submitted a strong performance 
and received an invitation this year.

There was an overwhelming 
response of students interested in 
singing, but the Phillies organization 
limited the number of participants 
allowed on the field to 75. It was 
decided a random drawing should be 
held; student names were drawn by St. 
Dorothy’s Sisters of Mercy to determine 
who would be singing. Mr. Mayo 

prepared the students by having them 
practice outside on the school grounds 
to get used to the elements and other 
distractions. Everyone worked very 
hard to stay on task for the upcoming 
performance and the enthusiasm 
definitely paid off on game day.

Shortly before game time our 
students filed onto the field and 
managed to stay focused despite the 
antics of the Phillie Phanatic joining 
in our lineup. Our own Mrs. Callahan 
was awarded the honor of throwing 
out the first pitch and her fans were not 
disappointed as she delivered a perfect 
strike to the Phanatic. After St. Dorothy 
School was introduced to the crowd, 
the students’ voices carried throughout 
the stadium for a spirited performance 
certainly worthy of an invitation back 
next year. Unfortunately the Phillies’ 
performance was not as shining as the 
students’ that evening, but it was a night 
to be remembered by all in attendance 
and a great showcasing of St. Dot’s 
teamwork.
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 Another exciting benefit of 
the evening at the Phillies that 
came as a surprise to all was that 
St. Dorothy’s participation in this 
special evening was considered 
part of the Phillies Community 
Phunraising Partnership program. 
Our participation landed us an 
unexpected check payable to St. 
Dorothy School in the amount of 
$4,984!!!! Everyone who bought a 
ticket to the game through the St. 
Dot’s/Phillies website had a portion 
of their ticket price “rebated” back 
to the school...which accounted for 
the $4,984. Thank You to all!!!

An Unexpected 
“Phunraiser”



Dear Valued Contributor,

The Development Committee would like to thank all of the many donors and 
volunteers who made the 2009-2010 school year a success. Your support has 
enabled us to fulfill our mission and continue to strengthen and grow our school.

Now in our sixth year, our mission continues as follows:

The Development Committee focuses on relationship building and 
fundraising to support St. Dorothy School. We make recommendations to 
Fr. Murphy to raise funds and increase school enrollment, to seek ways to 
strengthen the educational experience of our children at St. Dorothy School 
and we work with the school community to provide leadership and support  
in implementing these recommendations and programs.

A full accounting of our fundraising activities and expenditures for the 2009-2010 
school year is detailed below.

Our 2010-2011 Annual Fund closes on June 30, 2011, but if you haven’t 
contributed yet, it’s not too late! We thank you for your continued support!

  Bob Young, Chairman

  St. Dorothy School Development Committee

St. Dorothy Development Committee
Financial Report for Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/10

Oktoberfest Fair $51,661.87
Annual Fund (net) $68,112.60

$119,774.47
Less Oktoberfest Fair Parish Contribution $25,830.94
Net Funds Raised for the School $93,943.54
Direct Contribution to School 
Operating Expenses

$50,000.00

Installation of Two (2) Smart Boards $16,600.00
Offset to Second Kindergarten 
Room Expense

$13,050.00

Latin and Spanish Programs $1,525.00
Faculty and Staff Gift Certificates $ 2,250.00

$83,425.00
Kindergarten Open House $679.00
Catholic Schools Week Open House $560.27
Be Good to Your Heart Day $311.63
New Parents Welcome Night $951.35
St. Dot’s Hospitality Supplies $713.65

$3,215.90
Student Newsletter for 
Catholic Schools Week

$96.75

Development Committee Newsletter $2,931.07
$3,027.82

Total Expenses $89,668.72
Balance in Checking Account 6/30/10 $4,274.82

Fr. Michael Murphy, 
(Pastor)

Kara Albanese
Paul Bevilacqua

Vince Camuti
Nick Caramanico

Chris Cavalli
Sue Chupein

Joe Dougherty
Patty Dwyer

Bunny Habicht
Mike Heffernan

Tom Kilker
Carolyn Manning
John McCauley
Peter McGahey

David Rich
Louise Sheehan, 

(School Principal)
Sue Short

Amy Sullivan
Sarah Sweet
Bob Young, 

(Committee Chair) 

2010-2011 St. 
Dorothy School 
Development 
Committee 
Members

The Newsletter for St. Dorothy 
Roman Catholic School is compiled 
by the Development Committee 
for distribution to alumni, alumni 
parents, current school families, 
and friends of St. Dorothy School. 
Its purpose is to communicate 
on a semi-annual basis the state 
of our enrollment, happenings 
of interest, accounting of funds 
raised and spent, and acknowledge 
contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purpose

Our 2011 St. Dorothy School 
Annual Fund Honorary Chairman is 
Mr. Dennis Sheehan. Dennis is the 
second oldest of seven children of Jerry 

and Mary Lou Sheehan, longtime St. 
Dorothy parishioners. In fact, at least 
one Sheehan attended St. Dorothy 
School from 1968 to 1989, a span of 21 
years. After graduating from St. Dot’s 
in 1977 and Cardinal O’Hara in 1981, 
Dennis attended St. Joseph’s University 
and received his law degree from 
Widener University in 1991. Dennis, 
his wife Eileen, and sixth grader Mary, 
live in Drexel Hill and returned to the 
parish in 2002. Dennis was a partner in 
the law practice of Nardini & Sheehan, 
P.C. in West Chester before opening his 
own office in Media in 2009.

In keeping with the Sheehan 
tradition of service to the parish, 
Dennis is the current St. Dot’s JV 
Girls Basketball Coach and previously 
coached the Boy’s JV team. Dennis was 
a founding member of the St. Dorothy 
Development Committee and served 
on the Annual Fund sub-committee. 
Additionally, Dennis and Eileen are 
on the Pre-Jordan team, meeting with 
couples before their child’s baptism.

Beyond St. Dorothy, Dennis is 
the Current Chair of the St. Joseph’s 
University Council of Presidents, sits 
on the Board of Trustees Development 
Subcommittee, and was the former 
President of the SJU National Alumni 
Board and Law Alumni. A long time 
member of the Chester County Bar 
Association, Dennis served on several 
committees. He is also a member of 
the Chester County Catholic Lawyer’s 
Association.

Dennis is looking forward to 
his 35th reunion from St. Dot’s next 
year. “St. Dot’s has been a big part of 
my life. I was humbled to accept Fr. 
Murphy’s offer to serve as Honorary 
Chair of this year’s Annual Fund and 
want to do all that I can to improve our 
school for our current and future St. 
Dot’s students.”

Thank you Dennis for your 
continued support of St. Dorothy Parish 
and School.

Annual Fund Honorary Chairman - Dennis Sheehan

Development Committee News

We are pleased to announce, by the beginning of the 
2011-12 school year, all classrooms will be equipped with 
SmartBoard technology!

In keeping with our school’s commitment to academics, 
we have been replacing chalk boards with interactive 
SmartBoard in our school classrooms. Starting in 2008, two 
SmartBoards have been purchased each year. The purchases 
have been funded by the two main fundraisers sponsored 
by the Development Committee: the Annual Fund and 
Oktoberfest Fair.

The impact of these SmartBoards has been phenomenal. 
Teachers, and more importantly, students have fully 
embraced this new technology. Positive feedback has been 
overwhelming. One anonymous family even donated the 
funds to purchase an additional SmartBoard for their child’s 
classroom this past school year!

As a direct result of this positive feedback and generous 
action, Fr. Murphy has decided to expedite the purchase of the 
remaining SmartBoards to revamp all 7 remaining classrooms 
for the start of the 2011-2012 school year. The total outlay 
will be approximately $54,000 and will include new dry erase 
white boards and repainting of the classrooms as well. How 
very blessed we are to have a pastor who is so committed to 
the education of our children and to our parish school.

The investment in the SmartBoards will be funded by 
our expected future donations. Please continue to support 
our fundraising efforts as your means permit. As a reminder, 
our Annual Fund for this year ends on June 30, however 
contributions are always accepted. Thank you for your 
support and thank you to Fr. Murphy for all you do for  
our children!

7 new SmartBoards Purchased for this Fall !!!
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St. Dorothy Students Proudly Serve Our Community

Many of our 7th and 8th grade 
students participate in the St. Dorothy 
Service Corps. The Service Corps is an 
extracurricular activity that allows the 
students to apply the lessons learned in 
the classroom to service for those  
in need.

Box Lunches for the Life Center
One of the first projects this school 

year was making boxed lunches for the 
Life Center homeless shelter on Market 
Street in Upper Darby. The Life Center 
serves three meals a day to those in 
need in Delaware County.

Buddy Walk for Down Syndrome
Several St. Dorothy students 

volunteered at The Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia (CHOP) Buddy Walk 
held at Villanova University on October 
3, 2010. These students also raised 
money in advance for the cause and 
donated the funds to the Buddy Walk.

The Buddy Walk was developed by 
the National Down Syndrome Society 
in 1995 to bring together a wide range 

of concerned individuals to reach out 
to friends, family and co-workers to 
promote awareness and inclusion for 
individuals with Down Syndrome and 
to raise funds for education, research 
and advocacy programs. Hundreds of 
thousands of people walk from coast 
to coast and abroad each year for this 
cause. Locally, the CHOP Buddy Walk 
and Family Fun Day began in 2002 
and has raised over $1.9 million for the 
Trisomy 21/Down Syndrome Program 
at CHOP.

The walk is a one-mile walk in 
which anyone can participate without 
special training. There is also a Family 
Fun Day as part of the event. During 
the Family Fun Day, St. Dorothy 
School volleyball team members 
donated their time by providing a 
volleyball activity for the Buddy 
Walk participants. They demonstrated 
and patiently taught many children 
how to pass and set a volleyball. In 
advance of the event, these students 
also sold bottled water and pretzels 

at their volleyball games and donated 
the proceeds to this worthy cause. 
Congratulations to the following  
St. Dorothy students for displaying 
their sense of community and 
service: Gabby Levy, Molly Kilker, 
Caroline Garvey, Meagan Milligan, 
Bridget Johnson, Maria DiSantis, 
Olivia Fleming, Elizabeth Kugler. 
Volleyball Coach Helen Milligan was 
also instrumental in coordinating this 
service activity for the students.

“Keira’s Love ...From Above” for 
Ronald McDonald House

The Service Corps participated 
in the third annual charity drive for 
the Ronald McDonald House in honor 
of Keira a beautiful baby girl who 
passed on during delivery on December 
30, 2007. Each year Keira’s family 
honors her memory by donating filled 
Christmas stockings to the infant 
children of the Ronald McDonald 
House. With Father Murphy’s help and 
blessing, “Keira’s Love ...From Above” 
has become a parish-wide endeavor.  
7th and 8th grade Service Corps 
students sorted and filled Christmas 
stockings with donated baby items 
according to age/gender. They included 
a note of hope with each stocking for 
the recipients’ families. The stockings 
were then delivered to those babies 
directly serviced by the Ronald 
McDonald House who are receiving in-
patient care at one of the area hospitals  
(CHOP, St. Christopher’s, Shriners),  
as well as those babies in the Oncology 
and Cardiac Centers of CHOP where 
the Ronald McDonald House offers 
their services through their “Family 
Rooms.” Saint Dorothy Parish was 
able to fill over 75 stockings. Keira’s 
family, just as in previous years, was 
overwhelmed by the generosity of Saint 
Dorothy Parish and the Community 
Service Corps.

Feeding the less fortunate at Penn
On February 20, 2011 students 

traveled together to the Hillel Center 
at the University of Pennsylvania. This 
student dining hall turns into a soup 
kitchen every Sunday, where volunteers 

serve dinner to those less fortunate. 
Those in attendance were Christopher 
Montie, Ben Maselli, Jake Miller, 
Kristen Rogers, Devon Greene, Natalie 
Dowd, Molly Kilker, Julia Boyle, 
Kaitlyn Hayes and Chloe Petrocelli. 
These students were thrilled to help 
by making snack bags, then serving 
dinner to the homeless in a dignified, 
restaurant setting. They were joined 
by Penn’s Gospel Choir, nourishing 
both the body and soul of those less 
fortunate.

Pancakes for CHOP’s  
Ronald McDonald House

On March 20, 2011 Jack Sullivan, 
Kevin Conley, Robert Young, Mary 
Kate Fenning, Cara Stratton, Alec 
Funchion, Kevin Conley, Jonathon 
Taddei, Jack Heffernan and Sean 
Sullivan cooked pancakes and 
scrambled eggs as they served a full 
breakfast that also included bacon, 
bagels, toast, casseroles, and muffins to 
families with children in The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. The guests of 
the Ronald McDonald House can stay 
there for a minimal fee. The Ronald 
McDonald House provides a shuttle 
from the hospital to the house for the 
families. These families have a child 
at CHOP and live at least 25 miles 

away from the hospital. Because of 
the hardship of being away from home 
they have a beautiful home to stay in 
with donated home cooked meals, a 
playroom, a teen room, large kitchen, 
and large living spaces. The families 
were very grateful. One little girl was 
heard saying “these are the best chocolate 
chip pancakes I have ever had!”

Special Olympics
On April 9, 2011 several students 

including Molly Kilker, Annie Young, 
Kaitlyn Hayes, Caroline Garvey, 
Kristen Rogers, Natalie Dowd, Maria 
DiSantis, Robert Young, Colin Garvey, 
Gabby Levy and Meagan Milligan, 
traveled to Widener University and 
helped at the Special Olympics. The 
students brought lots of enthusiasm 
and several of their favorite games to 
play with approximately 250 athletes. 
Games included, Pin the Tail on the 
Donkey, Toss Across, baseball and 
football toss, to name a few. 

Mother’s Home Baby Shower
In addition to the Service Corps 

projects, our 6th grade students invited 
mothers who live at the Mother’s Home 
in Darby, PA to come to St. Dorothy 
for a baby shower. Books, clothing, 
diapers, formula and much more were 
bought and wrapped for these mothers-
to-be. The students were thrilled to help 
and the mothers were very grateful.

The Service Corps members 
continue to learn “that it is, indeed,  
in giving that we receive.”
Please contact the school with any 
service needs in the community.

Pictured at the Buddy Walk are: Meagan Milligan, Gabby Levy, Chewbacca, 
Bridget Johnson, Olivia Fleming and Elizabeth Kugler. Also pictured: Bobby 
Blewett and Aidan Milligan (age 8) who inspire the St. Dorothy Community!

Pictured at the Special Olympics are: Annie Young, Kaitlyn Hayes, 
Caroline Garvey, Molly Kilker

Pictured is Jack Sullivan serving up some pancakes at the Ronald McDonald House.
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6 7

Grandparents’/
Special Persons’ Day

To say this was a huge success was an understatement! On April 15, 2011 over 400 people came to this special day 
and they had a wonderful time. In order to accommodate the large number of attendees, St. Dorothy School is going 
to host two events next year; one in the Fall and one in the Spring. Grandparents’/Special Persons’ Day for grades 5-8 
will be held on Thursday, October 27, 2011 and for grades K-4 on Thursday, April 26, 2012. Mark your calendars now!

Over 400 people attended...

Pictured top right: Kindergartner’s 
showing off their Skypeing skills

Pictured bottom right: Nicole 
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2nd grade students in their First Holy Communion attire

Jesus saw his own mother, and the disciple standing near 
whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold your 

son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold your mother.” 
And from that hour, he took his mother into his family. 

~John 19:26-27
How fortunate we all are that like the Apostle John, Jesus has 

given us His mother to be our mother too. As part of our school’s 
efforts to instill a strong Catholic identity in our children, this 
relationship is reinforced each spring with our May Procession.

This year’s May Procession was held on May 18th. All school 
students are asked to attend and PREP (Parish Religious Education 
Preparation) students are invited to process as well. 2nd grade 
students who received the sacrament of the First Eucharist, and 6th 

grade students who were confirmed this school year both wear their 
sacramental garb. 8th grade students wear their graduation robes.

The students processed from the statue of the Blessed Mother 
next to the school to the Church. Four 8th grade students presented 
flowers to the Blessed Mother statue within the church. Then the 
entire 8th grade prayed the Act of Consecration to Mary.

“The May Procession reminds us of the importance of the 
Blessed Mother in the life of Jesus and in our lives as well.” says 
school principal Mrs. Sheehan. “Jesus gave her to us as our Mother 
and she has been present throughout the world, especially during 
difficult times, through her apparitions.” Our May Procession is one 
of the many ways we honor her and reinforce her role as mother of 
our children.

Mary, a Mother to Our Children

St. Dorothy School gym was 
rocking this Spring when students 
performed High School Musical, Jr. 
under the direction of Mrs. Suzanne 
Bruce. St. Dorothy School is blessed 
to have a parent volunteer as talented 
and dedicated as Mrs. Bruce who has 
participated in our school show for the 
past seven years. After being involved  
in varying roles with the show since 
2004, she has been Director since 2007.

Mrs. Bruce comes by her talents 
naturally; both of her parents sang 
and performed on stage. She has been 
involved with the arts since she was ten 
years old when she joined the well-
known Upper Darby Summer Stage 
program (founded by her brother Harry 

Dietzler). She choreographed her first 
show in eighth grade and continued to 
perform during her high school years. 
She has choreographed shows for Holy 
Child Academy and Upper Darby High 
School.

St. Dorothy’s Spring Show is open 
to school students in the 6th, 7th, and 
8th grades with auditions held in early 
December. Rehearsals begin in January 
and continue through May when the 
show is performed. Long hours go into 
the show production. In addition to 
parenting seven children, (not a typo, 
seven!) Mrs. Bruce spends 15-20 hours 
each week rehearsing, choreographing, 
and planning in the early stages of the 
production. As the performances get 
closer, rehearsal time increases and at 
least 25-30 hours a week are put into  
the effort.

This year’s show, High School 
Musical, Jr is the story of a group 
of teenagers who discover their true 
identities when they ‘go for their 
dreams’ despite pressure from peers.  
8th grader Devon Greene, performed the 
role of Gabriella and 6th grader Patrick 
Kilker portrayed Troy. The highlight for 
Mrs. Bruce and the most exciting part 
was the enthusiasm of the cast. “Since 
this is the musical for their generation, 

the children really identified with it,” she 
states. Mrs. Bruce also proudly states 
that “as performers, the children not 
only gain confidence from performing in 
front of an audience but they learn how 
to express themselves in a creative way.”

Mrs. Bruce humbly gives much 
credit of the success of the shows to her 
supporting cast of volunteers including 
her husband Jeff, her daughter Danielle 
who assists with directing as well as 
stage managing, her son Nicholas who 
assists with choreography and is the 
webmaster, and to Mrs. Suzanne Judge 
the musical director. Parent volunteers 
help with costumes, props, tickets, 
programs, and set construction. “These 
volunteers also manage all the technical 
aspects of our production during the 
individual performances.” Mrs. Bruce 
continues that “the volunteers often help 
with set construction and scenery until 
the early hours of the morning the last 
weeks before the show.”

Mrs. Bruce “feels so fortunate to 
have the privilege to direct the children 
each year and to share her love for the 
stage with them.” And we in turn feel 
fortunate to have the privilege of her 
direction…please don’t ever “break a 
leg,” Mrs. Bruce! What would we do 
without you?

...as told by Sarah Sweet
I recently had the privilege of 

interviewing St. Dorothy’s art teacher 
(of two years) Joan Sweeney. Mrs. 
Sweeney has been an art teacher for 
over thirty years and has taught at 
several schools including St. Aloysious 
Academy, Our Lady of Lourdes, and 
St. Thomas Good Counsel in Bryn 
Mawr. Mrs. Sweeney teaches art at St. 
Dorothy on Mondays and Tuesdays; the 
rest of the week she teaches music at 
Gwynedd-Mercy Academy.

As someone who appreciates art, I 
was curious to discover Mrs. Sweeney’s 
favorite artist: “It is very difficult to pick 
a favorite artist; however, if pressed, I 
think I would pick Leonardo Da’Vinci. 
I thoroughly enjoy his scope of studies 
and genius. Not only is his art beautiful, 
but his insight into the world as a whole 
are inspiring,” she answered. Da’Vinci 

once said “study the science of art and 
the art of science.”

So how does art impact our 
students’ learning in other subjects? 
“Art is integral to education,” Mrs. 
Sweeney said. “It crosses curriculum 
in many areas. It relates to math, 
social studies, science, language arts, 
religion, and music. Often students can 
understand and remember concepts 
when presented with an ‘art angle.’ It is 
one of the universal languages that bring 
people and ideas together.”

I asked Mrs. Sweeney about her 
experiences with art outside of her 
classroom: “Outside of school, art takes 
many forms for me,” Mrs. Sweeney 
said. “But rarely the form of drawing or 
painting. One day, I will find the luxury 
of time.” 

Finally, I asked Mrs. Sweeney 
where she drew her inspiration in daily 

life: “I am most fortunate to be married 
to a landscape painter who sees the 
world and all of its beauty as a source 
of inspiration each and every day,” she 
said.

And we, the St. Dorothy’s 
community, are truly fortunate to have 
such an intelligent, creative and caring 
art teacher.

8th grade students crowning our Blessed Mother

Spotlight on...
Parent Volunteer–Mrs. Suzanne Bruce

Art Teacher–Mrs. Joan Sweeney
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Happenings
Yes, but not this newsletter, the 

St. Dot’s, “The Dotument”. Each 
year, for the past four years, the 8th 
grade class combines all their talents 
to create a student newsletter. The 
entire 8th grade class participates 
in some capacity, whether as an 
editor, author, graphic designer or 
technology specialist.

The newsletter began as a 
collaborative idea between our 
principal Mrs. Sheehan, Mrs. Maria 
Schiff (a former ILA teacher), and 

8th grade teacher Mr. John McCauley 
as a way to enhance the students’ 
expository writing skills. Students 
learn principles of journalism (the 
Five W’s and H: Who, What, When, 
Where, Why, and How), how to 
construct a lead paragraph, and 
editing and publishing skills.

“The students, particularly the 
editors, come away with a sense of 
accomplishment resulting from their 
hard work,” says Mr. McCauley who 
currently leads the effort.

From concept to completion, all 
the work is almost entirely performed 
by students, which takes about 
two months. While there is some 
parental involvement it is kept to a 
minimum at the “hands on” level and 
the printing costs are covered by the 
Development Committee.

But enough of this article about 
their articles, have a look for yourself. 
Following are several excerpts from 
some future Pulitzer Prize winners!

A Newsletter Article about a Newsletter???

By Annie YoungHave you ever heard the song 
“All Are Welcome” being sung at 
Sunday mass? That song’s theme 
is the same as Saint Dorothy’s 
overall. We are a community where 
everyone is accepted. 

When you first walk into either 
our school or church, you feel a 
sense of family. Whether you are 
in kindergarten or in eighth grade, 
St. Dorothy provides a loving and 
diverse environment for children of 
all ages…

All Are WelcomeBy RJ Charno
Have you ever wondered what kinds of traditions 

Poland has, what famous people are from Germany, or 

what kind of food Spanish people eat on a regular basis? 

If so then Miss Spell’s Tourism Day is the place for you. 

Every year Miss Spell hosts a day in which a student can 

pick a country to show off the traditions that country might 

have, and this may have been her best work yet. “Sixth 

grade Tourism Day brings learning to life,” says Miss 

Spell, and her class seems to be in full agreement saying 

that Tourism Day enables them to learn new traditions in 

countries that they never knew about…

“A Trip Around the World”

By Anonymous
So tell us, what was it like growing up?

Well, it wasn’t easy. Kids can be 

cruel. You have to remember this was 

back in the 50’s and early 60’s when burr 

haircuts were the ‘hip’ style. I felt out of 

place.
Did the other hairdos make fun of you?

Yes, it still traumatizes me to this day. 

Personally, I think they were just jealous 

of my volume.

Where you ever jealous of the other 

hair colors?
Yes, I was born a caramel brown, but 

my dream was to be a ginger.

Wow, sounds really interesting; any 

parting words for our readers?

Only that you should be proud of 

who you are: It doesn’t matter if you’re 

bald or have an infinite amount of strands 

like me, live life to the fullest!

Interview with
[music teacher] 

Mr. Mayo’s hair

By Sam OnimusSay Good-bye to blackboards and chalk and hello to SmartBoards and dry erasers… One of our eighth grade students, Mike R, told me that “SmartBoards help us to visualize 

the lesson and are fun to use.” The SmartBoards are used by the teachers by downloading videos or interactive games so the learning can be fun and easier to understand…

By Maura Swanick
Saint Dorothy School would 

like to welcome our new 2nd grade 

teacher, Miss Gina Russino! This 

outgoing, fun-loving teacher’s goal 

is to make a difference in young 

children’s lives. Miss Russino has 

gone to Catholic schools all her life 

and is happy to be a part of Saint 

Dorothy’s community. As she said, 

“I enjoy working at St. Dot’s so 

much! I love teaching 2nd Grade. 

Everyone has been so welcoming 

from the first day of school. I am so 

lucky to be working in such a great 

community where Mrs. Sheehan, 

the faculty, the parents and student 

have all made my first year very 

enjoyable…”

Smart Boards

Miss Russino

“All you need is a pile of junk 
and an imagination to invent.”

Albert Einstein
In conjunction with Catholic 

Schools’ Week, St. Dorothy students 
in grades 5-8 participated in a Science 
Fair. Teachers Kristen Spell and Angela 
Brennan introduced the science fair 
concept to students in early September, 
and the creative genius of the students 
began. Students worked their way 
through the scientific method, making 
this a project that spanned five 
months. Students researched ideas 
and developed their own hypothesis 
and procedures. While most of the 

experiments occurred outside of 
school, some of our budding scientists 
took advantage of large groups of 
test participants and conducted their 
experiments at school.

Student projects included work 
in biology, zoology, consumerism, 
botany, engineering, physics, chemistry, 
mathematics, earth sciences, computer 
sciences, behavioral science, and health 
sciences. Through their participation 
in the Science Fair, students develop 
greater scientific knowledge, research 
and writing skills and they are able to 
make cross curricular connections in 
science, math, reading and writing to 

further develop critical thinking skills.
Judges focused heavily on how 

well students were able to develop and 
follow procedure, analyze data, and 
make conclusions. Students in upper 
grades were also scored on their ability 
to identify variables and controls in 
their work and to analyze how these 
factors influenced their results.

Our students’ hard work was 
displayed at our Open House on 
Sunday, January 30, 2011. Teachers and 
parents were impressed with the quality 
and quantity of work produced. Our 
budding scientists should be very proud 
of themselves.

St. Dorothy 2011 Science Fair

40 Book Challenge
By Megan Bevilacqua

Have you ever heard about our 40 book challenge? 

If you haven’t, this is your chance to find out about it! 

All students in grades K-8 are being challenged during 

the 2010-2011 school year to read 40 or more books. 

This challenge is expected to help increase the children’s 

reading skills. “I think it’s a great opportunity that 

encourages me to read more books than I normally 

would,” says sixth grade student Thomas B...”

First in Math
By Joe Tran

St. Dorothy School has been participating in “First 

in Math” for two years now. This competitive program 

is a fun way to learn and sharpen your math skills. For 

instance, there are games for all ages including times 

tables, word problems, clock work, and more! The 

students are expected to log on to “First in Math” for 

about 20 minutes each night. “First in Math” is a great 

way for students to work on math facts independently 

while having fun!” says 7th grade teacher Miss 

Conboy…

Scholarships
Each year, a number of our 8th 
grade students receive scholar-

ships to private and Archdi-
ocesan high schools. This year 
we congratulate the following 

recipients:

Megan Bevilacqua 
Merion Mercy Academy

Caroline Garvey 
Country Day School 
of the Sacred Heart

Dan Goggin 
Monsignor Bonner High School

Rebecca Hayes 
Archbishop Prendergast 

High School

Sam Onimus 
Monsignor Bonner High School

Richard Tecco 
Monsignor Bonner High School

Annie Young 
Merion Mercy Academy
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The 2011 Annual Fund is well under way. Since the 
campaign began in January during Catholic Schools Week, we 
have collected over $57,000 towards our goal of $75,000. We 
would like to thank all of those who have donated so far this 
year. The Annual Fund closes June 30, 2011, but if you haven’t 
contributed yet, it’s not too late! A donation envelope has been 
included with this edition of the newsletter. Your generous 
support helps keep tuition costs down in order to enrich the 
educational experience for our children. All donations to the 
St. Dorothy School Annual Fund are tax deductible and many 
companies will match employee donations. (Please note:  
Donations to the St. Dorothy School Annual Fund are separate 
from parish donations.  Oftentimes, employers will match 
school donations, but not religious donations.) Please consider a 
donation towards the 2011 Annual Fund.

Annual Fund Update

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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1225 Burmont Rd., Drexel Hill, PA 19026
By participating in the EITC (Educational 

Improvement Tax Credit) program through the Bridge 
Foundation several businesses have aided St. Dorothy 
School families with tuition assistance. This program 
redirects taxes usually paid to Pennsylvania to  
St. Dorothy School for this help. A total of $19,310  
was distributed to families over the last year from  
these participating businesses.

Businesses that contribute to Scholarship 
Organizations and/or Educational Improvement 
Organizations are awarded tax credits. Thank you to 
these parishioners who contributed to the scholarship 
fund through their businesses:

Dennis Cirucci, Alliance Bank
Dan O’Mara, State Farm Insurance
Paul D’Emilio, Attorney at Law
Tom Vento, Beneficial Bank
We are very grateful to them for their participation. 

If you would like to learn more about the Bridge 
Foundation and contributing to St. Dorothy School, 
please contact Dennis Cirucci at 610-359-6978 or 
dcirucci@alliancebk.com.

Businesses Provide 
Tuition Assistance to St. 
Dorothy School Families
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